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Stellar line up to introduce Health and Social Care Scotland 

First Minister Nicola Surgeon, Health Secretary and newly crowned Politician of the 

Year Jeane Freeman MSP will join Chief Officers and senior integration authority 

leaders from Scotland's 31 Health and Social Care Partnerships as they introduce a 

new national collaborative network – Health and Social Care Scotland. 

Nicola Sturgeon will provide the keynote address and will highlight the Scottish 

Government’s health and social integration ambitions. 

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said: 

“Integration is one of the most ambitious programmes of work the Scottish 

Government has ever undertaken, delivering health and social care services that 

work more efficiently and that put people at the heart of treatment and care 

decisions.  

“Since the introduction of the legislation we have jointly invested almost £9 billion, 

which was previously managed separately in health boards and councils, to deliver 

real improvements to services in our communities.  

“We are determined to go further which is why I am delighted to see the formation of 

Health and Social Care Scotland which will improve the way information is shared 

and help us work to ensure that Scotland continues to be recognised as one of the 

best places in the world for quality of care.” 

David Williams, Chair of Health and Social Care Scotland’s Chief Officer Group said: 

‘I am delighted that we have been able to attract such high profile supporters to our 

inaugural conference, Creativity, Culture and Courage, where we’ll showcase local 

partnership working and as well as people’s experience of integrated services across 

Scotland.’ 

------------------- 

Chief Officers of health and social care integration authorities across Scotland are 

delighted to formally introduce the collaborative leadership network, Health and 

Social Care Scotland, at their inaugural annual conference, Creativity, Culture and 

Courage on Friday 7 December 2018. 

Health and Social Care Scotland (HSCScotland) is a national collaboration through 

which those who lead change within health and social care partnerships come 

together to learn from each other, work collectively and support one another to 

deliver better health and wellbeing outcomes for the people of Scotland. 



HSCScotland is a network of health and social care leaders, representing the 31 

health and social care partnerships in Scotland: Chief Officers, Integration Authority 

Chairs and Vice Chairs, Chief Finance Officers and strategic planning managers of 

health and social care services.  

Our vision is a Scotland where health and social care services are delivered in a 

sustainable and integrated way and people receive the treatment, care and support 

they need at the right time and in the right setting, with a focus on community based 

and preventative approaches. 

David Williams, Chair of Health and Social Care Scotland’s Chief Officer Group, 

‘The reform needed to deliver our vision is significant and uncharted. It requires non-

traditional ways of working, collaborative leadership and learning by doing. It needs 

forward planning, creative thinking and change has to come from all partners. 

Service providers cannot continue to provide services as they’ve done in the past – 

that is no longer a sustainable option. It’s about ‘thinking differently and doing 

differently’ for statutory, voluntary and independent providers of health and social 

care services.’ 

Delegates from across Scotland, representing statutory, voluntary and independent 

health and social care services, will hear from senior leaders in health and social 

care (including Peter Murray, David Williams, Paul Gray, Sally Loudon) and Claire 

Sweeney, from Audit Scotland, will discuss the findings in the recently published 

report Health and social care integration: Update on progress. 

With recognition of their shared responsibilities and ongoing support from Scottish 

Government, COSLA, Solace and NHS Scotland (issued 26 September 2018), 

coupled with Audit Scotland’s recent report (issued 15 November 2018) it’s clear that 

the integration of services is here to stay. Across Scotland, leaders in integration 

authorities know that better and faster integration, collaboration and transformation is 

needed to deliver services that meet the needs of our changing demographic picture 

and improve the health and wellbeing of the citizens of Scotland. 

www.HSCScotland.scot 

@HSCScotland  
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HSCScotland shared vision is: A Scotland where health and social care services are 

delivered in a sustainable and integrated way and people receive the treatment, care 

and support they need at the right time and in the right setting, with a focus on 

community based and preventative approaches. 

HSCScotland aims: 

http://www.hscscotland.scot/


 We will support the planning of integrated health and social care services in 

our communities, to be delivered in a radically reformed way to achieve 

improved health and wellbeing outcomes for the people of Scotland. 

 We will champion the voices of people who use our services, our staff and our 

communities. 

 We will promote the interests of people in need of health and social care 

services by working together to shape and influence policy, practice and 

legislation. 

 We will work collaboratively with partners from across our communities and 

care sectors to help deliver sustainable health and social care services in 

Scotland. 

 We will support the development of capable and confident system leaders to 

work strategically across the health and social care sector. 

Audit Scotland report http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/report/health-and-social-care-

integration-update-on-progress  

 

Further info from:  

Eleanor McCallum, Communications Officer, Health and Social Care Scotland 

07714 983076 / eleanormccallum@north-ayrshire.gcsx.gov.uk 
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